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Abstract 

 Oral history narratives often contain stories of the narrator, which are not directly 

related to the historical events mentioned in the memoir, but explain directly the 

motivations of the narrator, the formation of his attitude to a particular episode. From 
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this point of view, the entire oral historical text can be considered as a kind of self-

presentation of the narrator.  

Oral history is interdisciplinary in nature. Sociology, psychology, ethnography, 

ethnology, folkloristics, cultural anthropology use the method and methodology of oral 

history. Recently, the task of oral history analytical studies is not only the reconstruction 

of historical events. The interview texts are studied from the point of view of narrative, 

contextuality and discursive nature of the story about the event itself. Scientists are 

interested in how the narrator constructs his own narrative, how he conducts a dialogue 

with the interviewer, what language strategies he uses, what he hides or avoids with 

silence. The narrator consciously or unconsciously adds his own subjective meanings 

to the text of the story, which reflects objective historical events. This makes it possible 

to consider oral histories as narratives. 

The study of oral history texts makes it possible to distinguish several levels of 

self-presentation of the narrator in the course of the story. The first level of self-

presentation is explicit. This is a direct story about yourself (family, education, 

preferences and political views). This fragment of an oral history narrative usually 

serves as an introduction to the dreamy text of memories of historical events. The 

second level of self-presentation is implicit. It concerns the general style of narration, 

language, characterization of events, people, description of objects and the surrounding 

reality in general, the choice of an episode for the story. They indirectly characterize 

the respondent, his self-identification, education, social status. Such features are 

revealed analytically. They can also be considered as a hidden self-presentation of the 

respondent-narrator. 
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